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Kinkaid School Controversy
(2009)



The McGee Letter to Kinkaid Board
Three Big Issues (November 2009)

• Religion Issue (no meetings allowed on campus)

• Sex (alternative lifestyle education/’promotion’)

• Political (‘Left’ invectives)

Political Correctness Run Amok!



The McGee Letter (2009)

“… this letter is about much more than a cancelled
pep rally—it’s about taking back control of
the Kinkaid School.”

“In our rush to be ‘politically correct,’ we have 
become obsessed about pacifying even the 
most extreme of views—even if they are far 
from representative of the core values and 
character of Kinkaid families and alumni. By 
standing for everything, we actually stand for 
nothing.”

“What happened to our ability to laugh at 
ourselves and have fun? What happened to 
common sense and good judgment?”

A very sensible letter with the proper context





Kinkaid Reforms
(“Moving Forward” Report: Summer 2010)

• Religious meetings allowed on campus subject 
to rules

• Sex education deemphasized (at-home issue)

• Teachers discouraged from expressing own 
political views in the classroom

Issues #1 and #2 addressed; #3 problematic



Kinkaid Reforms: Political Philosophy

“Kinkaid teachers are passionate … and value their 
independence. But that independence rests on trust—a trust 
that teachers will not use their classroom as a vehicle to 
promote their own political views….”

“… faculty members will teach course-material in a way that 
covers the curriculum in a thorough, balanced, age-appropriate 
and well-reasoned manner that promotes critical thinking. 
[Faculty members should encourage students to explore their 
own ideas and respectfully discuss opposing ideas. Faculty 
members should not use the classroom to advocate personal 
political views.]”

- Moving Forward, p. 16



Political Philosophy Statement: Simple Addition

“Kinkaid teachers are passionate … and value their 
independence. But that independence rests on trust—a trust 
that teachers will not use their classroom as a vehicle to 
promote their own political views….”

“… faculty members will teach course-material in a way that 
covers the curriculum in a thorough, balanced, age-appropriate 
and well-reasoned manner that promotes critical thinking. 
Competing ideas (e.g., ‘progressive’ vs. ‘libertarian’) should be 
expertly imparted to students. [Faculty members should 
encourage students to explore their own ideas and respectfully 
discuss opposing ideas. Faculty members should not use the 
classroom to advocate personal political views.]”

- Moving Forward, p. 16



Political Philosophy Restatement
“Kinkaid teachers are passionate … and value their independence. But 
that independence rests on intellectual diversity and trust so that 
unbalanced, biased political views are minimized [DELETE—a trust that 
teachers will not use their classroom as a vehicle to promote their own 
political views….”]

“… faculty members will teach course-material in a way that covers
the curriculum in a thorough, balanced, age-appropriate and
well-reasoned manner that promotes critical thinking.” To achieve these 
ends, faculty must know and impart important contrary arguments as if 
they were an advocate for each position.

DELETE [Faculty members should encourage students to explore their 
own ideas and respectfully discuss opposing ideas. Faculty members 
should not use the classroom to advocate personal political views.]”

Ideally, faculty members can achieve Athenian debate; but a more
realistic scenario is to have faculty with diverse viewpoints (healthy 
faculty competition) where the ‘power of opposites’ is always at work.



• Teachers have ingrained, core beliefs that are 
reinforced by ‘groupthink’ (inertia problem)

• Teachers may not know they are biased if don’t  know/ 
embrace opposite viewpoints (e.g. ‘sweatshops’)

• Cultural divide between politically passionate faculty 
and many or most parents/students not addressed

• ‘Progressive passion’ at risk (diversity from home 
perspective, often)

More Reform Needed

Kinkaid’s Half-a-Loaf Solution



Kinkaid Diversity Statement

“Kinkaid believes that the diversity of its School community, 
which in simplest terms means the ways in which people are 
different, enhances the School’s ability to implement its 
mission…. This principle is at the heart of Kinkaid’s motto, lux 
per scientiam, light through knowledge.”

- Moving Forward, p. 11

New Paragraph
“Diversity includes intellectual diversity, where faculty and thus 
students are expert in important competing ideas in areas of 
unsettled knowledge. In the final analysis, intellectual diversity, or 
knowledge differentiation, is as important as people 
differentiation.



In Search of Intellectual
Diversity





“Where there is much desire to learn, there of necessity will be much arguing, 
much writing, many opinions; for opinions in good men is but knowledge in the 
making.”

- John Milton (1608–1674)

“American campuses have more insistently proclaimed their commitment to 
diversity as they have become more intellectually monochrome. They do 
indeed cultivate diversity — in race, skin color, ethnicity, sexual preference. In 
everything but thought.”

- George Will (b. 1941)

“Unless we can make the philosophic foundations of a free society once more a 
living intellectual issue … the prospects of freedom are indeed dark.”

- F. A. Hayek (1899–1992)

Intellectual Diversity Quotations



Background: The Status Quo



“The two greatest enemies of free enterprise 
in the United States … have been, on the 
one hand, my fellow intellectuals and, on the 
other hand, the business corporations of this 
country.”

- Milton Friedman, “Which Way for Capitalism?”
Reason, May 1977, p. 21

Activist Government: Why?



American Economic Association

“While we recognize the necessity of individual initiative in 
industrial life, we hold that the doctrine of laissez-faire is unsafe in 
politics and unsound in morals.”

“A vast number of social problems [require] the united efforts of
Church, state and science.”

- Founding Document (R.T. Ely, 1888)



American Progressivism: Then & Now

“The National Progressive Convention in Chicago is seen on August 6, 
1912. As a philosophical tradition, progressivism in its most complete 
form developed as a “new liberalism” for a new century—updating the 
American liberal tradition from its Jeffersonian, small-government, 
republican roots best suited for the agrarian economy of the nation’s 
founding era to a more democratic and modern liberalism capable of 
checking rising corporate power.”

- Center for American Progress (2003) website



Freedom as a Hard Sell?

“I think a major reason why intellectuals tend 
to move towards collectivism is that the 
collectivist answer is a simple one. If there’s 
something wrong, pass a law and do 
something about it.”

- Milton Friedman, “Which Way for Capitalism? Reason, May 
1977



Students pushback …

(given open knowledge & existing 
academic bias toward progressivism and 

away from classical liberalism)



Pushback: Pro-Liberty Student Groups 

• Students for Liberty (Wiki: 900 chapters) 

• Young Americans for Freedom (Wiki: 220+ groups)

• Institute for Humane Studies-George Mason 
University; Foundation for Economic Education, 
Independent Institute, etc. summer seminars  

• Ayn Rand Institute & Atlas Society: 50+ “Objectivist”
groups)





“IHS supports the achievement of a freer society by discovering and 
facilitating the development of talented students, scholars, and other 
intellectuals who share an interest in liberty and in advancing 
the principles and practice of freedom.

We now celebrate more than 2,800 alumni of IHS programs working 
in the world of ideas as professors, policy experts, journalists, 
filmmakers, and more. These alumni are joined by thousands more 
who speak out and live the values of liberty in their families and 
communities and as professionals and citizens.”

IHS-GMU Goal
Make 10% of College/University Faculty 
‘Freedom Friendly’ in Next Five Years

ID: Higher Ed Problem Too



Kinkaid is the new college …

Worldviews are formed early …

… Great debates are exiting …

The power of opposites in learning …

Freedom needs explication ... 

Economic and political freedoms are intertwined …

Kinkaid can be freedom friendly

freeKinkaid.org
(new website in preparation)



The Science of Liberty: A Worldview

• Undesigned order across social life (‘results of human 
action, but not of human design’)

• Objectivist precepts (primacy of reason; utility of self-
centered behaviors, ‘tough love’ betterment)

• Worldview applications (reinterpreting history from the 
‘robber barons’ to New Deal failure to New New Deal 
failure)

• The counterproductive, even chaotic, nature of 
government intervention in many areas of the economy 

Yay! I can understand the world



The Science of Liberty: A Worldview
(cont.)

• Importance of private property rights

• Importance of voluntary exchange to harness dispersed 
knowledge (via price system)

• Self-interest as ‘social’ regulator, not social disrupter

• Coercion problem: ‘government failure’ in scientific and 
human terms

Freedom as a Growing Intellectual Movement



The Power of Opposites
Six Case Studies



Capitalism vs. Socialism
(Economic Calculation Debate”)

Ludwig von Mises
Private Ownership: Prices & Profits 

Karl Marx
State Ownership & Direction



‘Middle Way” Gov’t Planning

F. A. Hayek
Austrian-school Economics

J. M. Keynes
Keynesian Economics



Economic Freedom, Too

Milton Friedman
‘Chicago School’ Libertarian

Paul Krugman
Unreconstructed Keynesian



“By the century’s end, classical economics had 
regained much though by no means all of its 
former dominion [lost to Keynesian economics], 
and Friedman deserves much of the credit.”

Krugman on Friedman

- Paul Krugman, ‘Who Was Milton 
Friedman?” New York Review of 
Books, February 15, 2007



Two Views of Government

James Buchanan
Public Choice Economics Pluralist, Amoral View



Self-Interest View of Government

“The opinion of the people is almost always informal and indefinite. A 
small group, therefore, who know what they want and how they 
propose to accomplish it, are able by energetic action to lead the whole 
body. Hence the danger which arises for us, in this country, from 
incorporated or combined interests.”

- William Sumner (1840–1910)

“Benevolent despots do not exist… Government policy 
emerges from a highly complex and intricate institutional 
structure peopled by ordinary men and women, very little 
different from the rest of us.”

- James Buchanan (1919– )



Environmental Sustainability: Two 
Views

Julian Simon
(‘Ultimate Resource’ Optimist)

“People are the solution…”

Paul Ehrlich
(Neo-Malthusian)

“People are the problem …”



Ultimate Resource Theory

Julian L. Simon
(Sustainable Development)

More People

More Resources

Cleaner Environment

Greater Wealth



“Betting the Planet”
1980 (top) vs. 1990 (bottom) in $1980



Ethics of Self-Interest

Ayn Rand
Objectivism

Immanuel Kant
Limits of Reason



Ayn Rand Quotations

“I am not primarily an advocate of capitalism, but of egoism; and I am not 
primarily an advocate of egoism, but of reason.  If one recognizes the 
supremacy of reason and applies it consistently, all the rest follows.  This—
the supremacy of reason—was, is and will be the primary concern of my 
work, and the essence of Objectivism.”

“Men have been taught that the highest virtue is not to achieve, but to 
give.  Yet one cannot give that which has not been created.  Creation 
comes before distribution—or there will be nothing to distribute…..   We 
praise an act of charity. We shrug at an act of achievement.”

“Capitalism is the only system based implicitly on an objective theory of 
values—and the historic tragedy is that this has never been made 
explicit.”



‘Science of Liberty’
Hall of Fame



My Experience: Students Love It!

• The idea of a ‘worldview’ is very exciting (part of a 
robust ‘sense of life’)

• ‘Power of Opposites’ is powerful educational aid 
(to understand capitalism need to understand 
socialism and interventionism)!

• They grasp the ‘science of liberty’ and are alert to 
multi-sided issues (Googling for truth!)

My five years teaching interim term



“What has appealed to me most throughout ‘The Free 
Society’ is the power of opposites. Before this class 
began, I was often criticized at home by my family for 
having only one opinion, and if they were saying 
anything that was different in the slightest manner, then 
I would tune them out.  

However, I now understand how conflicting ideas help 
you to better interpret a situation.  Not only do they help 
with interpretation, but they also assist you in 
formulating your own opinion.”

Student Feedback: ‘Free Society’ (2010)



“Mr. Bradley has been my guide through the ideas of the 
Free Society and has shown us the truth behind it; 
however, this doesn’t mean he didn’t show both sides of 
the argument.

I knew each side’s solution for any given argument so I was 
much more educated and had a better answer than if I was 
arguing for just one side. As well, Mr. Bradley opened my 
eyes to a number of new and old concepts, but all from a 
different prospective.”

Student Feedback: ‘Free Society’ (2010)



The different viewpoints I was exposed to these three weeks may never be 
shared again during my time at Kinkaid, so, I would just like to thank you for 
teaching this year, and hopefully, again next year.

Throughout my time in “The Free Society” I have been introduced to a 
number of ideas that were the direct opposite of what I had been
taught all my life. Many of these contradicting viewpoints have 
interested me to some degree, but one has completely changed my 
viewpoint … Sweatshops.

My viewpoint before “The Free Society” was that of general 
consensus, that sweatshops are bad: the working conditions are 
horrible, the pay is pathetic, and overall sweatshops are just another 
way of exploiting poor people. But, when I heard Mr. Bradley say
something like,

“But if these sweatshops are so bad, the work so terrible, then 
why don’t the workers just leave? Just consider, for a moment, 
that sweatshops are actually an improvement for the workers ….”

Student Feedback: ‘Free Society Course (2010)



Conclusion



Progressivism is Okay!

• Faculty opinions are important for intellectual diversity to 
educate (‘wake up’) kids from ‘country club Republicanism’

• Progressive opinions are worthy—and even intellectually 
sound in some areas (Areas where Far Left and Far Right 
agree)

• Progressivism works well in an environment of intellectual 
diversity—passion is necessary!

• Need understanding of socialism and Marxism too

This is not about intellectual censorship;
It is about knowing your stuff



Scholarly Discourse
Three Core Rules of Engagement

(1) The principle of charitable interpretation — always give 
your opponent the best interpretation of their argument 
and motives

(2) Adopt a value neutral analytical approach — strictly 
take ends as given and limit your analysis to the 
effectiveness of chosen means to those given ends

(3) Always try to find common ground with your opponents 
with respect to intellectual curiosity and not necessarily 
policy conclusions



Conclusions

• Growing interest in free markets and individual 
responsibility at this time of massive government 
deficits and ‘government failure’ is an opportune time 
for reforming underperforming educators

• The fight for educational balance has just begun 
(need a lot of activism and even courage to get 
expertise on ‘science of liberty’ in all schools)

• Intellectual Diversity: we have the high moral ground


